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Multicultural Education and the Internet




The Multiculturality of the World Wide Web  –––––––

The World Wide Web has introduced a new collection of educational opportunities for educators and students.  Beyond a relatively short learning curve, the resources and materials available via the Web can expand my personal resource base to a virtually infinite degree.  The Web houses virtual libraries, museums, dialogue forums, reference collections, research databases, and historical archives from around the world which can serve not only to connect me and my students to information, but also to connect me and my students to the greatest resources of all: other people.

But where there are new opportunities, they are usually accompanied by a series of new challenges.  While training programs and instructional materials have made it easier for teachers to use the Internet more effectively in the classroom, recent research has shown that teachers still identify a lack of knowledge about the Internet as the primary reason they have not used it more often as a teaching tool.  More challenges arise when teachers do become cyber-savvy.  For example, information on the Web is not static.  I have often returned to Web sites I had used in the past only to find that the content had changed, the design had changed, or the site was gone altogether.  Also, people who run Web servers usually do not screen Web site creators’ credibility or qualifications on their site’s content.  This calls into question the accuracy and credibility of many Web sites.  Later, in the section on “Digging Through the Dirt,” I will address the challenge of mining through the millions of sites with little or no educational content to find the two or three sites that are rich with useful resources.

When explored with a set of strategies that address these challenges, the World Wide Web has the potential to transcend the capabilities of many other multicultural media in its supplemental value to multicultural teaching practices.  The key for unlocking this potential lies in understanding and using the Web not merely as an enormous compendium of informational resources, but more importantly as an interactive medium that can connect people across borders and boundaries.  With this in mind, there are clear intersections between some of the important ideals in multicultural curriculum transformation and the educational opportunities presented by the Web.  Those intersections most evident in my work, first as an educator dedicated to multicultural education as a progressive, transformative movement in education, then as a person who has found contributive ways to weave Internet technology into my educational experiences, are Interactive, Inclusive, and Collaborative teaching and learning.

Interactive Teaching and Learning

A series of recent studies have shown a plethora of errors and misleading information in many of the most often-used K-12 textbooks in all subject areas.  Imagine the added educational value of your textbooks if the author’s contact information – perhaps an email address and telephone number – were included on the inside cover of the book so that you or your students could challenge the author on information you believed to be incorrect.  Or, consider providing your students with the opportunity to email the textbook’s author to ask for more information or clarification on a particular topic.  Better yet, imagine a vast network of teachers and students around the world and across myriad cultures who have read a particular textbook, gathering somewhere to share questions and exchange resources on a given topic.  Take it a step further still and imagine providing your students the opportunity to interact with people whose experiences are described in a section of the textbook: Holocaust survivors, American Indians presently living on reservations, Japanese immigrants to the United States, individuals who struggled through the Great Depression…

This is a sample of the types of interactive opportunities made possible by the Web.  These interactive opportunities can transcend the potential of most other educational media as a means to connect students with first person sources beyond classroom walls and national borders and across cultures.  Most Web site creators provide an email address and/or other contact information so that teachers, students, and others can, in fact, contact them with questions, challenges, critiques, or comments.  Some, such as Holocaust survivor Sidney Finkel of Sidney Finkel’s Page and Korean War veteran Kim Young Sik of Eyewitness: A North Korean Remembers specifically encourage site visitors to send their questions and comments.  Many other sites, such as the Multicultural Pavilion Discussion Forum and International Kids’ Space are designed specifically to facilitate dialogue and the sharing of ideas among and between educators and students.

This even expands many individuals’ conceptualization of “interactive media” in that it refers not to interacting with software or the Web structure itself, but to interacting with people.  And it is the ability to facilitate interaction among people – interactive teaching and learning – that provides the foundation for the other two intersections of multicultural education and the Web: Inclusive and Collaborative teaching and learning.

Web Sites that Model and Facilitate Interactive Teaching and Learning

Ask the Experts  
        http://www.homeworkcentral.com/highschool1.htp?sectionid=7795

Homework Central has created a directory of most of the "ask the expert" sites available on the World Wide Web.  These sites allow you or your students to ask specific questions regarding virtually any topic to an expert in the respective field.  Topics include all subject areas, and are then divided into more specific subgroups.

Eyewitness:  A North Korean Remembers 
       http://www.kimsoft.com/korea/eyewit.htm

This is the online autobiography of Kim Young Sik, a North Korean participant in the Korean War.  Read his stories, and email him questions and comments.  

Intercultural E-mail Classroom Connections




      http://www.iecc.org

“The IECC (Intercultural E-Mail Classroom Connections) mailing lists are provided by St. Olaf College as a free service to help teachers and classes link with partners in other countries and cultures for e-mail classroom pen-pal and project exchanges.”
International Kids’ Space
        



     http://www.kids-space.org/
Kids’ Space is an interactive site where kids can share their stories, poetry and art with peers around the world.  
Multicultural Forum           http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/multicultural/pavboard/pavboard.html

The Multicultural Pavilion’s forum for dialogue on multicultural education and related issues.

Sidney Finkel’s Page






      http://members.aol.com/ghetto1942/

This Holocaust survivor tells his story and invites discourse from his site’s visitors.

YOUTH!  Be Yourself



         

        http://www.youth-guard.org/youth/
“The premise for the YOUTH lists is to establish an outlet for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, questioning, and straight supportive youth ages 25 and under to talk with each other concerning such issues as coming out, schools, parents, friends, relationships, and other gay-related and non-gay-related youth issues.”
Inclusive Teaching and Learning

Inclusivity is another important notion in multicultural curriculum transformation.  Many educators understand Inclusive teaching as incorporating diverse voices and perspectives in the classroom.  To them, inclusion is about finding materials and tools that are representative of the students in the classroom.  Multicultural education takes this concept a step further.  If education is truly to be student-centered, then the experiences, perspectives, and ideas of the students themselves must be brought to the fore in the educational experience.  To be “included” in the educational process, students, as well as teachers, must be given opportunities to have their voices heard and to hear each others’ voices.

The Web is helping to facilitate this kind of inclusivity through countless sites that encourage teachers and students to participate in virtual global communities with other teachers and students who may be either very culturally similar or different.  Sites such as KIDLINK and Cyber-Kids Interactive were created to facilitate peer learning experiences for students who want to share their ideas, poetry, art, and perspectives with other students around the world.  

Other educational sites include students in active learning by publishing their work.  The Encyclopedia of Women’s History is a collection of essays written by K-8 students that other students use as a reference in their own research.  

Web Sites that Model and Facilitate Inclusive Teaching and Learning

Cyberkids Connections



     http://www.cyberkids.com/Interactive/Interactive.html

“Cyberkids Connection is a virtual place for kids to share their thoughts and ideas with each other. Cyberkids readers from all over the world are forming a global community which we hope will improve communication and understanding among all the world's kids.”
Encyclopedia of Women’s History


   http://www.teleport.com/~megaines/women.html

“This project began as a classroom assignment to write research papers on figures in Women’s History in March of 1995.  Believing in the value of the World Wide Web for elementary students, we decided to distribute the assignment over the Internet to other K12 students.  This was the birth of our Web encyclopedia…” K12 students can submit their work, and have it published here online!

KIDLINK









 http://www.kidlink.com

Facilitates global dialog among grade school children.  Also offers resources to encourage parent/teacher collaborations.
KidsCom









 http://www.kidscom.com

An educational, interactive website for kids, with plenty to keep them busy learning.  Kids can “go around the world” and learn about different cultures, share their experiences and stories through different interactive forums, or play games (mostly educational) online.
New Mobility’s Interactive Café




   http://www.newmobility.com/

Getting over a million visitors per month, Interactive Cafe is “the largest community on the web for disability news, resources and culture.”  It includes an online magazine, a message board, chat rooms, links, a jobline and a bookstore.
Voices of Women - Journal and Resource Guide


   http://www.voiceofwomen.com/

“In these pages, women are telling their stories, discussing real issues, and sharing hard-won wisdom. We offer Articles on a wide variety of topics, a Calendar of Events, Bridges to other destinations on the Web, a Directory of Woman-friendly Businesses and a Marketplace as tools to empower you on your journey.”

Collaborative Teaching and Learning

Collaborative and interdisciplinary teaching and learning are concepts that have been introduced, attempted, and reintroduced for decades.  It is not uncommon for a group of teachers from a particular school to combine efforts in an attempt to connect lessons from subject to subject.  In fact, for many teachers who struggle with time constraints and burn-out, sharing resources and collaborative planning become vital aspects of day-to-day classroom operations. For others, it is an avenue for modeling constructive and cooperative bridge-building across groups.

As with Interactive and Inclusive teaching and learning, the Web has the potential to greatly expand the breadth and depth of collaborative possibilities of educators.  My network of collaborative partners is no longer constrained to other educators or activists in close proximity to me.  Instead, I can share resources and engage in collaborative planning and curriculum transformation processes around the world.  

Several Web sites help facilitate this exchange of ideas and resources.  Nicknacks Telecollaborate Site and PedagoNet are virtual global collaborative sites where educators can share lesson plans and curriculum transformation projects that have worked well for them and others can download or print these resources for their own use.  Some similar sites include complementary discussion forums, allowing users to more deeply discuss their teaching successes and failures and how the resources on the site can contribute to positive educational experiences for students and teachers.   

Web Sites that Model and Facilitate Collaborative Teaching and Learning

Multicultural Passport


  


    http://204.98.1.2/passport/index.html
Compiled and created collaboratively by teachers from Jefferson County, Colorado, Passport houses a compendium of multicultural lesson plans and ideas arranged by subject area, region, and identity dimension.
Nicknacks Telecollaborate Site


    http://home.talkcity.com/academydr/nicknacks/
This site facilitates educational collaboration among teachers in the "global" classroom by sponsoring a lesson plan exchange, hosting discussion forums, and connecting educators who are looking for collaborative opportunities.
Pedagonet








        http://www.pedagonet.com

Includes a database of lesson plans from which to pull or to which to contribute resources as well as a forum for requesting plans and resources on a specified topic.
Teachers.net Lesson Bank





      http://teachers.net/lessons/

The Lesson Bank is the lesson plan exchange run by Teachers.net, one of the Internet’s best and most popular Web sites devoted to K-12 teaching and learning.
