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Multicultural Education and the Internet




Intercultural Networking Online  –––––––––––––––––––


Despite the wonderful multicultural and educational potential the Internet holds (as described in the previous section), the very feature of the Internet that can facilitate Interactive, Collaborative, and Inclusive teaching and learning – interactivity – remains sadly untapped by educators.  Like no previous medium, the Internet can facilitate cross-cultural communication, interpersonal bridge-building, and intercultural networking.  It can expand your resource base virtually infinitely and diversify it to a previously unthinkable extent.  Below are some strategies for using the Internet to do just that – expand your resource base by networking across cultures, national boundaries, and even comfort zones.

Contact Web Authors


In almost all cases, Web site creators or authors will provide contact information – usually at least an email address – so that users can contact them with questions, comments, or suggestions.  When you find a site that sparks your interest, write a note to the creator or maintainer of the site thanking her or him for their contribution and describing your interest in the content of the site. If you have a question, comment, or challenge for a site's author, do not be afraid to send it. The worst case scenario is that you will receive no response. But often, such exchanges can become fruitful for both parties.  And sometimes, you will find enough common interest with somebody to collaborate on a project or share resources.  Remember – it never hurts to circulate your name a little bit!

Take Advantage of Web-based Dialogue Forums


Generally, Web-based dialogue forums come in two forms: discussion boards (or bulletin boards) and chat rooms.  In both cases, these forums allow people to use the Web to engage in dialogue about a variety of topics with others interested in those topics from around the world.  You can pose a question or a situation you are struggling with, and give other people an opportunity to share their ideas and experiences with you.  Likewise, when someone else has a question, you can share your own ideas and experiences.


But beyond the exchange of ideas and experiences, these forums allow you to connect with other people with similar interests and passions, forming networks that can become support groups, not only for teaching projects, but also for collectively engaging in the process of continually challenging ourselves to expand our understandings of both self and society.  


Several discussion boards and chat rooms currently exist that deal specifically with multicultural education and related issues.  

Discussion Boards

Café Progressive Editorials        

    http://users.lanminds.com/~jchas/forum.html

Users can post thoughts, research, ideas, and resources related to education, politics, and community, making them available for others to read and to post a response.  Editorials are divided into subsections including “Race & Gender,” “Class & Economics,” “Institutions & Politics,” and “Education.”  Participants tend to be social activists.

DiversityWeb Discussion Forums             http://www.inform.umd.edu/diversityweb/WorkRooms/

DiversityWeb hosts a “Diversity Discussion” with a periodically changing topic.  Users are generally higher education professionals.

Economic Justice Discussion Room 

       http://www.progress.org/progs/wwwboard/

Part of the Economic Justice Network, this very active forum covers social class, capitalism, socialism, and global economy.  Current discussion strands focus on NATO, Yugoslavia, and India. Usership includes activists, researchers, and educators.

Parent Soup Boards: Education


              http://www.parentsoup.com/boards/

Through a subsection called Education Central, Parent Soup hosts several education-related discussion boards.  Parents and teachers interact and maintain dialogues within the discussion board series on topics including Montessori learning, home-schooling, and special education.  A separate board titled “Hot Education Topics” delves into current events pertaining to public and private schools. 

Lycos Message Boards: Education



        http://boards.lycos.com/

Among its many bulletin board offerings, Lycos includes several on education.  The most active of these is “Teaching Methods, Issues & Resources.”  Current topics range from discrimination in schools to adult literacy.  Most participants are K-12 educators, with a few parents, post-secondary educators, and activists occasionally chiming in. 

Media Awareness Network Discussion Groups     
  http://db.cochran.com/bbs_start:medianet.db  

The Media Awareness Network facilitates a series of dialogues on media-related issues, diversity, and teaching.  There is one forum for teachers, one for secondary students, one for early childhood students, and another for parents.  This is a good place to find or exchange ideas and resources on critical thinking in relation to the media.

Multicultural Forum    http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/multicultural/pavboard/pavboard.html

Part of the Multicultural Pavilion, this is an open discussion on multicultural issues and education.  Recent discussions have focused on the philosophy behind multicultural education, the nature of Eurocentrism, and an examination of alternative views on Columbus, Jefferson, and other historical figures.  Participants include K-12 and college-level educators and pre-service teachers.

Teachers.Net Chatboard



    http://www.teachers.net/chatboard/

Teachers.Net is one of the top teacher-related Web sites available.  It includes this discussion forum “as an online tool for teachers everywhere.”  Because of a high level of participation (usually over 100 posts per day), discussion topics are varied and responsive to day-to-day education happenings.  


Y? The National Forum on People’s Differences   
 http://www.yforum.com/welcome1.html

Y?, created and maintained by Phillip Milano and Robin Dycus-Milano, is a unique and progressive series of forums.  Y? challenges users to post their most uncomfortable - and discomforting - questions, working from the philosophy that stereotypes and assumptions can only be broken down when such forums exist and such questions are asked.  Choose from categories including Religion, Sexual Orientation, Gender, Disabilities/Challenges, Age, Race/Ethnicity, and Class. This forum is geared toward high school and college students.
Chat Rooms

DiversityWeb Town Hall Chats

    http://www.inform.umd.edu/diversityweb/WorkRooms

The University of Maryland and the Association of American Colleges and Universities host this series of chats on specific topics.  Two or three chat events are offered every year, and usually include one or more high profile moderators.  Past topics have included “Diversity, Identity, and Intellectual Development,” and “Corrective Action after 209 and Hopwood.”  Transcripts from these and other previous chat events, and registration instructions for future events, are available at DiversityWeb.

Progressive Education Chat


http://www.newmaine.com/progressive-educator/

The Progressive Educator hosts weekly chats “for real-time discussion of issues pertaining to education, teaching and schools.”  Because they run the chat software only on Thursday evenings, participation is usually fairly strong.  Overall, these dialogues focus on the philosophies, strengths, and weaknesses of non-traditional educational approaches.  Both educators and students are invited to participate.

Y? Chat 





 http://www.yforum.com/welcome1.html

Part of the Y? National Forum on People’s Differences, this chat room encourages participants to “ask and answer questions about differences related to race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, age, etc.”  Y? Chat is moderated, so individuals relying on personal attacks can be “bumped out” of the discussion, but in general, “political correctness” takes a back seat to honest dialogue and challenging questions in this forum.

Participate in Email Discussion Forums


Several email discussion forums (also known as listservs or mailing lists) exist that deal specifically with multicultural education and related issues.  Participants can post messages (questions, comments, responses, etc.) to a list address, and those messages are then circulated to the rest of the forum’s subscribers via email.  Like discussion boards, email forums provide participants with the opportunity to network with other people interested in a particular topic and to engage in challenging and thought-provoking dialogue on a variety of issues.  


In my experience, email forums tend to be more intimate and personal than discussion boards.  Because people generally participate in email forums over a considerable length of time, the names and email addresses flashing into everyone’s mailbox can become familiar.  This can provide an opportunity to make more personal connections with other educators or activists from around the world.

Email Forums and Email Forum Directories

Dir. of Scholarly and Prof. E-Conferences


      http://n2h2.com/KOVACS/

This award-winning site serves as a guide to scholarly email-based discussion forums.  Users can search the directory for keywords, browse the forums alphabetically, or scroll through categories including “Cross-Cultural Studies,” “Economic Development,” “Education,” “Gender Studies,” “Men’s Studies,” “Social Issues,” and “Women’s Studies.”  Each entry includes a description and contact/subscription information.

Student Affairs Listservs



   http://www.StudentAffairs.com/lists/

Among the many resources at StudentAffairs.com is this searchable directory of email discussion groups, mostly pertaining to higher education.  Users can also scroll through an index of the groups that is divided into categories including “Diversity Issues” and “Student Activism.”

AFROAM-L: A discussion list of African Americans in Higher Education.  It has about 550 members and generates 50 emails per week.  You can subscribe to this listserv at majordomo@columbia.edu.

DIVERSEGRAD-L: A relatively new e-mail group focused on multicultural and cross-cultural counseling, this forum is run out of American University and can be reached at diversegrad-l@american.edu.

DSSHE-L: A list that shares information among providers of services for students with disabilities in higher education.  DSSHE-L is a very active list of over 800 members with an average of 225 emails per week.  Access DSSHE-L at Listserv@listserv.acsu.buffalo.edu.

EDEQUITY: A conversation on gender equity in education, ranging from resources to teaching strategies.  To subscribe, contact the administrator at edequity-admin@mail.edc.org. 

EWD-L: A group focusing on East-West mutual understanding and dialogue.  Topics include biculturalism, multilingualism, cross-cultural communication, and the preservation of Asian cultures.  Subscribe at listproc@hawaii.edu.

HEDDVSTY: A discussion group specific to diversity issues at colleges and universities.  Subscribe to this listserv by writing to Listserv@tamvm1.tamu.edu. 

MCPAVILION: A discussion group of the Multicultural Pavilion internet project which links teachers, professors, activists and others interested in multicultural issues and education.  To join this list, e-mail Majordomo@virginia.edu.  The list has 300 members and receives about 20 emails per week.

MULTC-ED: Facilitated by Ruth Heidelbach, this listserv of several hundred members focuses on human hate.  Join via email at LISTSERV@UMDD.UMD.EDU.
NAME-MCE: The official listserv of the National Association for Multicultural Education, NAME-MCE is facilitated by Bill Howe and is intended to serve educators at all levels interested in multicultural teaching, learning, curriculum transformation, or research. 

NGLTFCAMPUS: A list hosted by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force designed to coordinate communication among individuals across the country involved or interested in the work of the NGLTF Campus Project.  The list can be reached at Ngltfcampus-request@nenet.org.  This listserv services about 150 people with an average of 30 emails per week.

PSN: A forum for social scientists interested in progressive issues including working class and civil rights struggles. Contact listproc@csf.colorado.edu for information or subscription.
