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Multicultural Education and the Internet




Digging Through the Dirt  ––––––––––––––––––––––––––


Several recent studies indicate that the primary reason teachers give for not incorporating computer technology into classroom practice is a lack of training or knowledge about how to use products such as CD-ROMs and Web sites.  Educators, already pressured by time constraints, are often intimidated by a perceived learning curve when it comes to developing better computer skills.  For many, this feeling is exacerbated when they finally learn enough about the Web to navigate around cyberspace and do simple searches, and suddenly find themselves lost in a maze of broken links, pornographic sites, and educational sites that have little or no original content or that have not been updated since 1996.


In my experience reviewing educational Web sites for the Multicultural Pavilion as well as publications in journals like Multicultural Perspectives and Multicultural Review, I have found that for every content-rich, credible educational Web site (I will discuss the issue of Web site “credibility” in a later section), there are literally hundreds, if not thousands, of sites that fit into one of several other categories including: 1) sites designed for commercial purposes, to sell a service or product; 2) sites that are primarily composed of links to other sites with little or no original content or resources; 3) sites with unidentified or unqualified content contributors; 4) sites that no longer exist or have been moved to a new, unknown server; and 5) sites that have been abandoned or not updated for several years.


The abundance of sites that fall into these categories can make the process of finding useful and credible multicultural teaching and learning resources in the cyber-world a formidable challenge.  In this section, I share several strategies I have found helpful in my own process of “digging through the dirt” to uncover the few “diamond in the rough” Web sites that are credible, content-rich, and contributive to multicultural teaching and learning environments.  I have also included short lists of Web sites I have located by employing each strategy.

Turn to the Organizations You Know 


Several media and educational organizations are familiar for producing TV shows, films, CD-ROMs, books, and other teaching and learning materials that support multicultural ideals and curriculum development.  The National Geographic Society, the Discovery Channel, the Public Broadcasting Company (PBS) and others have been part of many of our classrooms for years.  

Like other educational organizations and companies, National Geographic, PBS, and others recognize that in order to remain competitive in today’s market, they need to include a strong and visible Web presence among their multiple projects.  As a result, they have developed a series of techniques and strategies for attracting Web users to their sites.  One strategy many organizations employ to bring users to their sites is to provide free educational materials and resources.  In fact, there seems to be a competition brewing among those companies known for producing educational media to offer more, and better, resources than their competitors.  

Teachers and students are among the winners of this competition, reaping the benefits of several sites scrambling to outdo their competitors.  Companies that are already known for producing quality educational materials have a vested interest in offering only well-researched and well-evaluated resources.  So one simple strategy for digging through the dirt to find quality classroom resources on the Web quickly is to turn directly to the Web sites of National Geographic Society, the Discovery Channel, and others who have a reputation for producing effective educational media and whose products have been proven effective in your classroom.  

In many cases, these sites offer entire sections such as “Teaching Tools” or “Lesson Plans” or “Student Resources.”  Many actually host online learning activities for students and discussion forums for educators.  Some allow you to download a variety of educational materials including maps, audio and video clips, worksheets, and historical documents.  And again, companies who have built reputations by producing and supporting quality educational projects and resources know that it is in their best interest to provide only high quality resources through the Web.  

Educational Web Sites from the Organizations You Know

Discovery Channel School  




http://school.discovery.com/

From the Discovery Channel, this site includes hundreds of lesson plans and educational tools organized and searchable by grade level, subject, and resource type.  The current feature is "Explore Galapagos," and includes two on-line educational games for students.

Nationalgeographic.com



 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/

The NGS site houses varied multimedia teaching and learning tools.  Features change monthly.  An entire section is devoted to Geography Education and includes an interactive atlas and “Xpeditions,” a series of multimedia "geo-adventures."

PBS Online - TeacherSource  


       http://pbs.org/teachersource/

PBS offers thematic learning resources for teaching including monthly features and a plethora of lesson plans in all subject areas.

World Wide Lesson Plans 
        http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/lessons/index.html

Provided by the Peace Corps, this is a series of lesson plans to help teachers "integrate global education into daily activities."  Plans are divided by grade level and fall under topics including "Looking at Ourselves and Others," "Using Primary Source Documents," and "Environmental Education."

Use Site Indexes that Have Started Digging for You


A search for “multicultural education” on Alta Vista, one of the top Web search engines, resulted in 15,360 matches.  The same search on Lycos netted over 1.8 million matching sites.  The net (no pun intended) result for me as a Web user was mixed.  I am thrilled to see so many sites that mention multicultural education, but I am not particularly excited about the prospect of digging through nearly 2 million sites to find the fifteen or twenty with useful content.


But again, as organizations compete for my patronage, I can reap the benefits of having access to quicker and more user-friendly alternatives.   Recently, several new Web search sites have emerged, each with new, creative ways of competing with established search engines and link indexes such as Yahoo!, Lycos, and Excite.  Some of the newer sites have found their niche by indexing only the best, most content-rich sites, in effect starting the digging for you.  Many employ legions of content experts and site reviewers to constantly mine the Web for the newest and best resources.


A second strategy for finding quality multicultural education resources online is to use these new site indexes.  They minimize your digging time, sometimes even including short descriptions of each site in an annotated index format.  About.com (formerly The Mining Company) and Looksmart are two such index tools.  In fact, About.com goes a step further by employing individuals with very specific areas of expertise to literally dig through the dirt and find the diamonds in the rough for you.  And they do not just find sites.  They weed through the sites themselves to find only be best original materials and resources presented within individual sites.


While using these search tools may sometimes result in a somewhat narrow selection of resources reflecting the bias of those doing the digging, it can also dramatically decrease the amount of searching and exploring needed to locate good and useful classroom tools.

Site Indexes and Search Tools that Have Started Digging for You

About.com







        http://about.com

The idea behind this site indexing tool is that content experts save us time by mining through the Web and presenting only the best and most credible resources on a vast variety of topics.  Some About.com topics include Race Relations, Human Rights, and Civil Liberties.

LookSmart






       http://www.looksmart.com

LookSmart represents an attempt to catalog only the best Web resources available and index them under a variety of subheadings.  It includes many education and multicultural-related subheadings you can access by searching or following the index itself.

Use “Related Sites” Indexes on Prominent Education Web Sites


A frustration I often experience when looking for multicultural education resources on the Web is a feeling of being lost in a maze of links.  There seem to be hundreds of “Multicultural Education Links” pages or general multicultural education pages that are comprised entirely of links to other sites.  


What makes these sites confusing and frustrating is that they are often linked to each other.  A user can spend hours linking from one list of links to another, and so on, without ever finding original resources, teaching tools, or interactive opportunities.  


Still, it can help cut down your digging time if you can locate “Related Sites” or “Links” sections of Web sites that put care and thought into the types of sites to which their site should provide a link.  I have found that the best “Related Sites” pages are associated with prominent, popular educational Web sites because the creators and maintainers of those sites hold interest in keeping their links timely, updated, and carefully chosen.  The third strategy for efficiently locating multicultural resources amid the cyber-muck is to refer to these pages, allowing them to do some of the digging for you.


As the founder and maintainer of the Multicultural Pavilion, I will provide a link to a site if: 1) the creator of the site is clearly identified, AND 2) the site contains original educational content, OR 3) the site facilitates interaction among users, OR 4) the site provides an effective tool for locating other resources on- and/or off-line.   Again, a constraint with this strategy is that it may result in a limited list of resources reflecting the biases of a particular site’s staff, but when used along with other strategies, it can help save time and energy.

Related Sites Pages of Some Prominent Educational Web Sites

American Studies Web: Reference and Research     http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/asw/

The American Studies Department at Georgetown University maintains this extensive list of related sites with subtopics that include “Race and Ethnicity,” “Gender and Sexuality,” and “Sociology and Demography.”

Cultures of the World Index  


     http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/InternetIndex/

Houses an extensive list of links to cultural resources.

Diversity Database 



           http://www.inform.umd.edu/Diversity/

From the University of Maryland, this site serves as an index of “multicultural, multiracial, and multigenerational diversity resources," and includes a News Bureau and a collection of syllabi.

The Human Languages Page  




   http://www.june29.com/HLP/

Provides an extensive list of language-based resources on the Internet. Resources are categorized by language.  The site itself is offered in English, German, Spanish, French, Italian, and Portuguese.

Multicultural Paths  
            http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/multicultural/sites1.html

From the Multicultural Pavilion, this vetted links page is divided into categories and sub-categories.  Identity-related categories include Race and Ethnicity, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Social Class, Religion, and others.  Other categories include Online Resources for Teachers, Literature and Publishing, Online Essays and Articles, Museums and Exhibits, Language, etc.  

OutProud's List of Web Resources  


      http://www.outproud.org/web.html

Links here touch on a variety of Gay and Lesbian Issues categorized under the headings: Arts, Colleges and Universities, Directories, Educational Resources, etc.

Social Class Page Links  
                         http://www.spc.uchicago.edu/SocialClass/links.html

Part of the Social Class Page from the University of Chicago, this link collection’s main categories include Demography/Sociology and Political Science.  Links included here are mostly research-oriented.

Women's Studies                     http://www.inform.umd.edu/WomensStudies/OtherWebSites/

From the University of Maryland Women's Studies Program, this list of on-line Women's Studies resources is organized under categories including Activism and Activist Resources, Education, Feminist Theory, and Women of Color.

